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FOREST MANAGEMENT PLAN 2004–2013 — AUDIT 
6222. Hon Giz Watson to the Minister for Mental Health representing the Minister for Environment 

I refer to the Environmental Protection Agency’s statements at Attachment 1 of its end-of-term audit into the 
Forest Management Plan (FMP) 2004–2013 about ‘lack of implementation of a substantial portion of the 
conservation reserve proposals under the previous FMP’ and that ‘It is not clear to the Environmental Protection 
Authority (EPA) that there is a timetable within the life of this FMP 2003–14 for the implementation of the 
remaining 339 areas as formal conservation reserves’, and I ask —  

(1) Have you/your department obtained legal advice as to whether —  

(a) clause 95(a) of the Regional Forest Agreement for the South–West Forest Region of Western 
Australia (which relevantly states ‘Western Australia will implement the CAR Reserve System 
described in Attachment 1 and identified on Map 1...’) has been breached; and 

(b) the Ministerial Condition referred to in the Minister for the Environment’s Ministerial 
Statement 641 of 4 December 2003 (that the current FMP could be implemented subject to 
condition 4: ‘The performance target for Key Performance Indicator 1 be modified to require 
the Conservation Commission and the Department of Conservation and Land Management to 
complete all actions for which they are responsible for 100 per cent of the individual areas 
proposed to have their land category formally changed within 10 years of the approval of the 
plan’) has been breached? 

(2) If no to (1)(a) and/or (1)(b), why not? 

(3) If yes to (1)(a), what steps have you/your department taken subsequently? 

(4) If yes to (1)(b), what steps have you/your department taken subsequently? 

Hon HELEN MORTON replied: 

(1)  No 

(2)  The completion of changes to land category of areas of proposed formal reserves is not entirely under 
the control of the Department of Environment and Conservation and the Conservation Commission. 
Issues include resolution of mining interests and native title, the need to retain access for rights under 
State Agreement Acts, and uncertainty about the future requirements for land listed under the 
Commonwealth Register of the National Estate. Condition 3-1 (4) required that the Forest Management 
Plan 2004 — 2013 include a performance target for Key Performance Indicator (KPI) 1 to complete all 
actions for which the Conservation Commission and the then Department of Conservation and Land 
Management are responsible for 100 per cent of the individual areas proposed to have their land 
category formally changed within 10 years of the approval of the plan. That requirement was met by the 
inclusion of the performance target for KPI 1 on page 30 of the plan which states: 

The Department and the Conservation Commission to complete all actions for which they are 
responsible in order to formally change the land category of areas proposed for the reserve 
system within 10 years after the commencement of the plan. 

(3)–(4)  Not applicable. 
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